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May/June 2018 It was a great pleasure to see families in school for our 
Family Learning Showcase. Students from each grade level 
showed their families learning activities in Mathematics, 
STEM, World Language, Makerspace, and their work within 
our Art Studio and Computer Lab. At this time, our stu-
dents and teachers are planning and practicing for the up-
coming June 14th Flag Day/Arbor Day assembly.    

We are grateful for the generous support of our PTO’s an-
nual Basket Bash fundraiser and for all who volunteer in 
our school!  Our students and families benefit from all PTO-
sponsored cultural arts events and assemblies brought to 
our school! Additionally, our gratitude extends further as 
our staff was recently treated to a special week of recogni-
tion from our families, including our PTO Executive Board 
and volunteers! 
 
Throughout this year, our students have benefited from 
Second Step strategies they’ve learned and practiced to cope 
with conflict and stress. This research-based program is 
taught by our classroom teachers to support students’ so-
cial/emotional development, in addition to other methods 
used to boost positive relations in our school, including 
“Growth Mindset”, positive discipline, and the Responsive 
Classroom approach. The following critical skills are ad-
dressed:  
 
1. Skills for Learning ~ Practicing skills to focus student 

attention, listen carefully, use self-talk to stay on task 
and be assertive when asking for help 

2. Empathy ~ Learning to identify and understand their 
own and others’ feelings; learning how to take another’s 
perspective and how to show compassion  

3. Emotion Management ~ Learning calming methods when 
they’re experiencing strong feelings of anxiety or anger 

4. Problem-solving ~ Learning processes for solving prob-
lems with others in a positive way 

 

Upcoming Dates 

 

6/6—Field Day 1:00 PM 

6/7– Field Day rain date 

6/14—Volunteer Recogni-
tion 8 AM Flag/Arbor Day 
Assembly 9:15 AM 

6/22—Last day of school 
for students 1:25 PM Dis-
missal 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 



 The Second Step program has allowed us to develop a school culture using common language 
for behavior expectations (eyes watching, ears listening, etc.) in all areas of school. 

 Students learn appropriate interactions with each other and with adults, through examples 
and role-playing; they learn appropriate ways to treat others. 

 Students make sense of, and respond to, countless pieces of social information each day. 
Thought processes (attention, thinking, memory, reasoning, and beliefs), emotional process-
es (empathy and emotion management), and behavioral skills (successfully entering a play-
group, interrupting politely) play critical roles in the way that children respond to the social 
world around them. Students learn to share in preschool and kindergarten and extend their 
skills as they get older to work effectively in groups. Students are taught the difference be-
tween accidental and intentional behavior.  They learn how to apologize and how to accept 
apologies appropriately.  They also explore misunderstandings in terms of how they can oc-
cur and how to handle them. 

 Students are taught to reach out to one another, to be friends, to treat others with kind-
ness, and to bring these skills with them out to the playground and to their home lives. 

 Students are asked to recognize the adults who care for them both at home and at school to 
feel safe knowing they are there for support.  Students are encouraged to solve any conflict 
on their own, but to reach out to these adults whenever necessary. 

 Students are taught to care for one another, be role models, and reach out to friends and be 
a special and important member of our community. 

 

 

Notes and Reminders   

 When you have bus transportation questions or concerns, please call our school office. 
Only students, assigned to their specific buses, are allowed to board their bus; drivers 
are required to keep adults and other children off their buses.  

 Please send a daily snack for your child. All students have a snack time during every 
school day. Students who don’t bring snack are offered PTO-purchased unsalted sal-
tine crackers and supplies have quickly diminished.  

 As we end this school year, please remember each student is expected to arrive to 
school on time and attend throughout the entire day (reference our Family Handbook, 
Board of Education Policy 5113.2/Attendance).  We do understand, however, that unex-
pected circumstances may arise and students may need to leave school early or come 
into school late. Each teacher has important classroom routines and instruction contin-
ues until dismissal. Furthermore, it is difficult for teachers to consistently support stu-
dent learning with interruptions, including students entering school late and leaving 
the classroom prior to dismissal. If a student must be dismissed early for a specific 
reason, a note from the parent should outline the reason for the early dismissal. In 
case of emergencies only, the parent may call the office to request an early dismissal. 
When a student is tardy, they must be accompanied by a parent to sign in with the of-
fice staff. Tardiness will be excused for legitimate reasons, as presented in a note from 
the parent or in person. Additionally, if you need to speak with a teacher during school 
hours, please call the office to leave a voicemail message and the teacher will return 
your call. 


